From the Inkhorn

We trust that you will enjoy the series of
articleson "Grace" along with the other
regular itemsin this edition of Latter Rain.

Thewell known hymn says, "' Tisgracethat
taught my heart to fear, and grace that fear re-
lieved.."

Thefirst article identifies that grace is The Foundation of All, and dis-
cusses our responsibility in responding to God's Grace. The other two main
articles show that even though we believe that we should seek to prove our faith
by our works, the process of Sanctification itself depends on the rel ease of
Power, through the Grace of God.

It isthrough grace that we can seek to receive power from God to go
beyond basic salvation, and seek to be living examples for God in the world.
For the greatest demonstration of God's grace will be when ‘ordinary' people
are changed in spirit, soul and body and made wholly like Jesus Christ, "the
first born of many brethren" (Romans 8:23,27-30).

Look To The Skieslooks at current astronomical events and their possible
significance to the Scriptures; the Lord uses all types of vehiclesto remind us
of His presence and promises.

Joseph of Arimathea presents a view of history relating to events soon
after Jesus ascension. Thiswill be of interest to many.

"But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ" 2 Peter 3:18.
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A Response to Grace

“Grace” isone of those words which
represents something that is very difficult
to define. Inthisrespectitislike“light”.
Weall know what it means but how do you
defineit. We can specify the characteris-
tics of being in its presence, but it is diffi-
cult to definewhat “it” il

Onecommon theological definition of
“grace” is“unmerited favour”. In alegal
sense it means being absolved or forgiven
for aresponsibility or debt owing.

Theologically if we accept that God
isOmnipotent, Omnipresent and Omniscient
then we see His grace extended to usin a
number of major ways. For example:

- our very existenceisan act of
God'sgrace: whether webelieveinadirect
creation by God of mankind or, as some, a
sequence of creation cycle which evolved
to mankind, it was by the grace of God, or
divinewill of God, that wearehere. Chris-
tiansraditesfully believeinthedirect crea
tion of mankind on this earth. Those who
believein evolution would need to accord a
greater degree of grace to God in bringing
ustowhereweare.

- the reconciliation of our con-
trary nature to God, or our “salvation” in
eternity, has been brought about through
God's grace, in the sending of His Sonin
human likeness to bear the cost of the rec-
onciliation process (we do not know how
Jesusdying onthe crosswasableto do this,
but through revelation from God Himself
through Holy peoplewebelievethat thiswas
essential).

- the promise of redemption to
save some people wholly without experi-
encing the normal process of humankind

Rodney Gray

that of physical death is another example
of God's grace towards us. This will be
perhapsthefulfilment of the ultimate act of
gracein that God has promised to take or-
dinary peoplelikeyou and me, and change
us to be like His Son Jesus Christ. This
surely issomething we could not even com-
menceto attain to through our own actions,
but it is through God's grace that we can
first receive the promise and then be given
power to achievethisgreat “reward”.

Giventherealisation then, of thewon-
derful manifestations of the grace of God,
our response should surely betotell others
of it, and to want to share the understand-
ing with others. Infact the Scriptures man-
date that we should do this.

“..beready alwaysto give an answer
to every man that asketh you a reason of
the hope that isin you” 1 Peter 3:15.

“Whosoever shall confess me before
men....” Luke 12:8.

Of course because of the very grace
of God through which we have been cre-
ated and given understanding, each of us
hasadifferent way, or combination of ways,
inwhich wewould seek to fulfil thisrespon-
sibility. Some of the different approaches
which are adopted are discussed below.
Whether we are sharing with people about
abasicbelief in God, telling about the Chris-
tian message of forgivenessand reconcilia-
tion or proclaiming the hope of being pre-
served alive and changed when Jesus re-
turns, most of us would use a number of
these methodswithout thinking about it. But
sometimes alittle consideration before we
speak may help our words to be better di-
rected.



Tell It Like It Is: This was the ap-
proach adopted by Peter on the day of Pen-
tecost. Peter spoke directly to the assem-
bled Jewsin avery forthright manner (see
Actschapter 2 verses 14-22). “ Himyehave
taken and by wicked hands have crucified
anddlain..(v 23) Nowwhenthey heard this
they were pricked in their heart...(v 37)".
The situation was obvious, and Peter went
straight to the cause. Moses had adopted a
similar approach with the Israelites when
they had been caught out for idolatry. “ Who
isonTheLord'sside” hethunderedin Exo-
dus.

To-day we so often see peoplefloun-
dering in their
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lives because they will not take the obvious
step of surrendering their livesand mindsto
God. Sometimeswe useasoft-sell approach
with these people, afraid that they might be
turned off if we are too direct, when really
what they want is someone to be forthright
and direct, to tell it like it is, to 'close the
dedl'!

TheIntellectual or Common Sense
Approach: Thisisadifferent approach, as
it calmly develops an intellectual and rea-
soned philosophical argument why we should
believe along acertain path. Thiswas used
by Paul in Acts chapter 17 when at Mars
Hill in Athens. “ Then certain philosophers
encountered him. For in Himwelive, and
move, and have our being; as certain
also of your own poets have said,
for we are also his offspring.
Because he hath appointed a

day inthewhich hewill judge
the world...And when they
heard of theresurrection of
the dead some said we will
hear thee again on this
matter” (see verses 16 to
32 for the full account).
Thisapproachiswell
and good for many people,
but it only appealsto acer-
tain audience. It isdefen-
sible, but impersonal, cred-
ible but can get caught up
in debate. Logic opensthe
mind, but sometimes we
need a bit of emotion to
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viduals to make a commit-
ment to God in their lives.
Sometimes people may tell
you to cut theformality and
say what it meansto you!
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The Sharing Per sonal Experienceor
Testimonial Approach: When the blind
man was brought to see in John chapter 9,
he gave a clear testimony asto why he be-
lievedin Jesus. “I wasblind and now | see’.
A personal experience which cannot be de-
nied, and through the telling of which oth-
ersmay be brought to believe in the heal er
also.

We have all heard testimonials from
people about all sorts of things, and may
even ourselveshavetold others of thewon-
derful things God hasdonein our own lives
and what our beliefshavemeant tous. This
iseasy to understand but care must betaken
in telling the story that the focusis on the
healer and not the healed, the director and
not the performer, and that the time and
place arerelevant to the story.

The Getting To Know You Ap-
proach: We see Matthew after he had been
called by Jesus spreading the news by hold-
ing a party at which he was able to share
his new found ideas with hisfriends. This
interpersonal approach is clearly built on
love, athough there may have been some
cometo the party, haveagood time, and go
home without realising the message Mat-
thew wasreally wanting to get across (L uke
5:29). Thisapproach isthe basisfor much
social work and good deedsdone by Chris-
tian groups and organisations.

TheComeand Seefor Yourself Ap-
proach: Theexample of thisapproach was
Andrew - John 1:40-42. “ Andrew findeth
his brother Peter and saith to him, | have
foundtheLord. Comeandsee.” Hedidn't
try to put over the arguments second hand,
nor did he try to convince his hearer. He
felt the Power of God in the Presence of
many believers and wanted that Power to
dothe convicting.

Itisnot only if peoplefeel inadequate
to explain something themselves that they
will use this approach, but when they rec-
ognise the strength of the Power of God in
the Assembly of The Church and the meet-
ing together of believers.

The Serving Othersor Good Exam-
pleApproach: Dorcashbuilt her lifeonserv-
ing others- Acts 9:36 - and whilst she prob-
ably never preached asermonin her life, she
lived oneevery day and may haveinfluenced
more peopleto think about and believein God
through her actionsthanif shehad usedwords.
This approach of serving shows a Christ
centrednessin our lives, but wemust dways
be careful that we do not end up with the
wrong focusand be overcome by pride.

When we consider the various ap-
proachesto proclaiming God'sgracewefind
that each of usprobably usesanumber of the
approachesin our everyday liveswithout re-
alisngthat itishappening. Whenweget to-
gether asagroup, that is The Church, westill
usethe same approaches but in amuch more
forma arrangement.

But theimportant thing isthat each one
takesand makesopportunitiestotell of God's
grace to others whether it be smply to tell
that He IS, to profess the message of salva
tion that He has manifest through His Son
Jesus Christ or to proclaim the Glad Tidings
of The Kingdom of God shortly to be estab-
lished onthisearth.

“Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye
look for such things, be diligent that ye may
be found of himin peace, without spot, and
blameless.

But grow in grace, and in the knowi-
edge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
To Him be glory both now and for ever.
Amen.” 1l Peter 3:14,18.



From the Hymnal
Hymn No. 76

(Haggai 2:6,7, Revelation 7:9,10)

People of every race,
Of every tribe and tongue,
Receive Jehovah'sgrace,
And lift the voicein song;
And live on earth athousand years,
Quitefreefrom pain, and sighs, and tears.

Array'd in robes of white,
Prepared by theLamb,
They walk within the light
Of new Jerusalem:

Their honour and their glory bring
Into the city of their King.

TheKing they wish to see,
'TisHefor whom they long;
Desire of nationsHe,

The subject of their song:
Tofill Hishousewith glory bright,
That they may walk within the light.

All these believein Chrigt,
Asin the Scripture said,
And in their faith persist,
Until the end is made;
When they will perfect men be made,
When they've the holy law obey'd.




...It's the thought that

Graceisfundamental to both faith and
works. It isthrough the grace of God that
weknow to believe, havefaith, or aregiven
the power to do the “works’ that fit us for
immortality.

What is grace? The Oxford diction-
ary definesgrace as* Attractiveness, charm
or becomingness; favour of God, divinere-
generating and inspiring influence”.

Graceisthat virtue of God which al-
lowsHim to seeimperfect man asif he had
reached hisfull potential as the “image of
God” Genesis 1:26.

Paul explains grace in this way, God
“ hath saved us, and called uswith an holy
calling, not according to our works, but
according to his own purpose and grace
which was given us in Christ Jesus before
theworld began” 2 Timothy 1:9. He sees
graceasagift from God
which rec-
onciles us

to God
and by
which
our
faith
and de-
sretoserve
God stands
winh equivalent to actu-

ally have done so. Perhaps “grace”
hereiswell demonstrated by the colloquial
phrase “it is the thought that counts’. In
thiswe alow that somebody’s good inten-
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tionisappreciated and standsto their credit
although the action (or works) itself may
bewanting.

Jesus said “ No man can come to me,
except the Father which hath sent me draw
him” John 6:44, acknowledging that in our
natural state it would never ever occur to
us to seek Jesus out nor to try to find our
way back to God. This:” holy calling” was
planned by God from the beginning of the
world (see2 Timothy 1:9) and showsthe“re-
generating andinspiring” influenceof grace.

Again Paul says “All have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God” Ro-
mans 3:23. This has happened in spite of
God seeking out Israel, separating them
from other nations and giving them a set of
lawswhich defined Godliness and spelt out
the “right way” to live. He goes on to say
that neverthelessweareall “ justified freely
by his grace through the redemption that
isin Christ Jesus’ Romans 3:24.

So it is grace that calls us to believe
in God's salvation and it is grace that rec-
onciles or makes us “right” before
God.....but isthere more?

Yes, but it isaparadox. The paradox
isthat while grace gives usthe power to do
the “works’ of Godliness and obey God's
law, it, grace, is doing the work that God
will reward usfor (Revelation 22:12). Paul
talks of aremnant of Israel that is saved by
grace (Romans 11:5). He develops this
theme showing how the Jew’s (Israel’s) re-
jection of Jesus hasled to the acceptance of

...but getting



counts....

the Gentiles. He then explainsthat al be-
lievers can be grafted into  Jesus (the ol-
ivetreeroot),
_-—""% whether

% they beJew

65 Sa ' oery Gen-
oW \ tiles (Ro-
3@.\5 mans

T 11017

25) smply

by believing.

He concludes

that when Israel is
graftedback into the root marvellous

thingswill happen. “ Andso all Israel shall
be saved: asitiswritten, There shall come
out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn
away ungodliness from Jacob: For thisis
my covenant unto them, when | shall take
away their sins.....For the giftsand calling
of God are without repentance” Romans
11:26, 27, 29. If these people of Israel are
to be without repentance then they must be
perfect, and if they are perfect then their
reward is one of works. Jesus said “If a
man keep my sayings he shall never taste
of death” John 8:51,52.

“ Keep my sayings....
and not grace?

Jameslinksfaith and worksinthefol-
lowing passages. Hesays* For asthe body
without the spirit is dead, so faith without
works is dead also” James 2:26 and “ the

", Isthisworks

trying of your faith worketh patience. But
let patience have her perfect work, that ye
may be perfect and entire, wanting noth-
ing” James1:3,4. Thuswe have aconnec-
tion that God reaches out to usthrough His
grace, accepts us through His grace by
counting our faith as a kind of righteous-
ness, and then faith, work and patience go
hand in hand to bring us to perfection.
James explainsfurther inthe next verse, that
this process takes wisdom to progress and
thiswisdomisagift from God to thosewho
ask for it. He says, “If any of you lack
wisdom (to achievethis) let himask of God
that givethto all menliberally” James 1:5.
We can show from the Scriptures that wis-
dom is synonymous with the Holy Ghost
which Jesus promised would begivento lead
menintoal truth (John 14:16,17,26). Thus
againweseegrace at work. Itisgracethat
drawsamanto Jesus, it isgrace that works
on his faith, and it is grace that provides
wisdom (the Holy Ghost) to work that per-
fect work of patience. Finally wereachthe
point where Paul says “ Now to him that
wor keth isthe reward not reckoned of grace
but of debt” (Romans 4:4), but remember
that it is grace that has brought us to this
point.

Remember that although “it is the
thought that counts” it iseven better to get
it right.

It right 1s even better!
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SANCTIFICATION
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Harley Gray

Many timesin the
Bible we read about the
heart of man. Passages
such as “for out of the
heart proceed evil
thoughts, murders, adul-
teries, fornications,
thefts, false witness,
blasphemies’ Matthew
15:19. “The heart of
man is deceitful above
all things and desper-
ately wicked: who can
knowit?" Jeremiah 17:9.
“Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy
heart and with all thy
soul and with all thy
mind” Matthew 22:37.
The heart as referred to
in al these passages is
not the physical heart but
aspiritual heart whichis
the seat of our emotions,
actions and thoughts.
Evil thoughtsand actions
aswell asgood thoughts
and actionsare generated
in our spiritual heart.
The heart is considered
to be the source of our
existence. We do, how-
ever, have physical feel-
ings which appear to
come from the area of
our body around where

our heart is situated.

When our spiritual heart isinfluenced
by the evil whichisactivated by the power
of Satan, it causesusto think an evil thought
and if we put that thought into action it be-
comessin. Sinisevil inaction. Depending
onthelevel to which theevil hascontrol of
our heart ascompared to theinfluencewhich
we permit God's Spirit to have, so too is
theamount of sinwhichwecommit. Inother
wordsour ability tosinisinversely propor-
tional to our nearness to the influence of
God's Spirit. The closer we come to hav-
ing God’'s Spirit influence us the less the
evil will be ableto tempt usand our ability
to overcome the evil will be greatly en-
hanced. The ideal situation is to subdue
the evil and be completely attuned to God's
righteousness.

What has this to do with Grace?
Grace, which theologically speaking isthe
unremitted forgiveness given by God to us
through the sacrifice of Jesus, isthe means
whereby wewill beforgiven of our sins. It
is not earned but freely given. We would
be unabletoreceiveit if it depended on our
works because our thoughtsand actionsare
influenced by theevil withinus. Every ac-
tion hasareaction. If weallow our thoughts
to be evil then our actions will be evil. If
we alow our thoughtsto be righteous then
our actionswill berighteous. If wesinwe
receivethewagesof sin, whichisdeath. At
present, because evil isapart of our exist-
ence, “ All have sinned and come short of
theglory of God” Romans 3:23, so we can



expect thewages of our sin. However, this
is where Grace comesin. It is freely of-
fered to us by the death of Jesus, because
Hedied in our stead. We must truly accept
this gift, confess with our mouth belief in
the Lord Jesus and be baptised into Him.
No other effort is required to receive this
Grace otherwise Grace would be no more
Grace (Romans 11:6). Every true Chris-
tian believer isunder Grace.

Whether we accept this Grace or not,
Jesus' sacrificewasmadefor each and every
one of usto bring about our soul salvation
at either thefirst or final resurrection.

Having accepted God's Graceitisthen
up to usto appreciate that gift. We should
seek for sanctification(spiritual purity) that
our being might be worthy of that gift. We
realise that we cannot be compl etely sanc-
tified inthisworld with our present evil na-
ture. Asmentioned earlier we have within
our heart the two opposing forces. If we
add evil to evil weget moreevil, conversely
if we add good to good we get more good.
If within our hearts we attempt to express
only the good then good will become the
main driving force. Evil seeksdestruction
of that to which it is opposed. So if we
seek for the destruction of evil then we are
using an evil action to try to increase our
good. We arethereforeincreasing our evil
but not our good. Evil was created by God
(Isaiah 45:7) to show Hisgoodnessand He
commanded man not to touch it (Genesis
2:17). Mandid take (eat) of the evil and it
has prospered in him since creation. Each

of us must seek to bejustified if we areto
overcometheevil withinus. We must seek
to have our life controlled by the good and
not theevil.

The acceptance of Grace should bring
to usthedesireand humility to seek for sanc-
tification. Paul in Romans 12 says*“ | be-
seech you therefore, brethren, by the mer-
cies of God, that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which isyour reasonable service. And be
not conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed by the renewing of the mind,
that ye may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”

Having accepted Grace in our heart,
the renewing of our mind becomesthe next
step towards our sanctification. If we do
not prepare our mindsto receive the bless-
ingsthat comefrom our acceptance of Grace
then we will be unable to progress to our
completed state. 1 Thessalonians5:23 reads
“and the very God of peace sanctify you
wholly; and | pray God your whole spirit
and soul and body be preserved blameless
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” .
Being sanctified will bring preservation of
our complete being.

Grace is offered to everyone and
whether we want it or not we haveit. Ro-
mans4:4 and 5tellsof three groups. Those
who work, those who believethrough faith,
and the ungodly, all of which will be saved
by Grace. Thefirst of these will humbly
attain to sanctification through Grace of-
fered by the love of our Lord Jesus Christ.



Debug Your Bible:
ook to the Skied!

“Theappear ance of avast shining object out beyond Jupiter iselectrifying
astronomer sworldwidein anticipation of what some say may provethe comet of
themillennium. Thecosmic giant appearsto be 1000 timeslarger than the comet
Halley, huge enough to shinein daylight, asit approachestheearth in the next 18
months’ Julian Cribb (Science and Technology writer ) The Australian, August 1,
1995.

“ O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern the
signs of thetimes?” People are always looking and asking for signs from heaven.
History has shown us, as believers, that signs from the skies often tell of agreater
happening about to occur. It is God's way, one could say, of showing usto watch and
wait for something to happen. As Christians we watch and wait for the return of Jesus
Christ to start the new millennium or period of His Reign. Taking literally the* signs
and seasons’ of this particular point of time prove to be very interesting both in their
sizeand timing.

Just asthefirst coming of Jesus was marked for wise men by aheavenly sign
(Matthew 2:2) so too Hisreturn to the Earth will be marked by eventsin the heavens,
and agreat sign which wise men will see and understand.

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and
the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers
of the heavens shall be shaken. And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in
heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of
man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory” Matthew 24.29,30.

If the above prophecy from Matthew 24 were to be fulfilled within the bounds of
known natural astronomical phenomena, what would be the most likely explanation?
One avenueto be investigated is the occurrence in the last 33 months of 3 notable
comets.

Comets are not rare and history records many outstanding sightings of them.
However, there can have been few if any periods, more marked with notable cometary
events, than the period July 1994 to March 1997.

1. Comet Shoemaker-L evi (July 1994)

First came the comet Shoemaker-L evi which wasremarkablein scoring over 20
direct hits on the planet Jupiter, over aperiod of several daysin July 1994. Almost as
remarkable, pictures of these impacts were observed by the Magellan space probe close
to Jupiter. Such events would have gone unseen and unrecorded at any previoustimein
human history. However, in 1994 they were recorded and beamed back to earth. The

Lynne Gray 10



significance of comet Shoemaker-L evi was considered in an article entitled * Stones
fromHeaven” (Bible Truth Sept/Oct 1994 No. 170). This article noted that the first
impact of the comet on Jupiter was on July 18th, the anniversary of thefinal fall of
Jerusalem to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylonin 586BC.

2. Comet Hyakutake (March 1996)

Second came the notable comet Hyakutake which passed close to us (15,000,000
kilometrestravelling at a speed of about 58 km/sec - this corresponds to one tenth of
the distance between the Earth and the Sun and, in cosmical terms, the passageis
therefore avery close one), crossing earth’s orbit on 25th March, 1996. An articlein
Britain'sleading science journal (Nature, Vol. 380 p. 108, 14th March, 1996) noted:
“If the current brightness predictions hold, it will be the most active comet to pass so
close to Earth since 1556 (B. Marseen, AU Circ. No. 6329).” Comet Hyakutake
passed within a couple of degrees of the North Star on 27th March. It was observable
from London by the naked eye as an unusual bright smudge in the night sky. Good
Friday (Passover) was on April 5th, 1996, thus, comet Hyakutake crossed Earth’s orbit
in the first week of the first month of the new year which began in March 1996. There
was atotal eclipse of the moon in that first month (on 4/5th April), an event to be
repeated on 27th September, 1996. Interestingly, Brian Marsden of the Central Bureau
for Astronomical Telegrams of the International Astronomical Union (Cambridge,
Mass., USA) was able to compute a preliminary orbit which showed that the comet
moves along a parabola- or at least an extremely elongated ellipse - and that it must
have come from far away and may never have been near the Sun before.

3. Comet Hale-Bopp (March 1997)

A third remarkable comet is now approaching. According to an articlein Nature
(Vol 380 p. 104, 14th March, 1996): “ When the comet, officially known as C/1995 01,
was discovered in this past summer it was exceptionally bright considering that it was
about seven AU from the sun - still well outside the orbit of Jupiter (one AU(*), or
astronomical unit, is the mean radius of the earth’s orbit). The dust production rate
was one of the largest ever observed for any comet, at any heliocentric distance.....”
According to reports, comet Hale-Bopp may be athousand times larger than Halley’s
comet, and may prove to be “ the most spectacular comet of the millennium” . Interest-
ingly, it is expected to cross Earth’s orbit on March 23rd, 1997, which is Palm Sunday -
theanniversary of Christ’striumphant entry into Jerusalem (John 12:13). It will comefrom
the south, go over the top of the Sun and then plunge down again. It will be best seen from
the southern hemisphere, except whenitisat itsbrightest (March, April, 1997) when it will
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only be seeninthe northern hemisphere. Thiscomet will not be closeto the Sun
(138,000,000kms or lessthan 1 AU. Itsorhbit takes 3000 years. It has been through the
inner solar system before. The comet ispart of our solar system and isin orbit around the
Sun.

Jesus' birth and the Possible Significance of these Comets

Because of a mistake made by amonk many, many years ago, the date of the birth
of Christ was recorded wrongly - Jesus was not bornin AD1 but some years earlier.
We generally, therefore, accept that Jesus was born in the Autumn of 4BC. This makes
the visits by Gabrielle to Zacharias and Mary to have taken place between 5BC and
4BC. 2,000 yeas on from these eventsincludes the period 1996-1997. 1997 ishigh-
lighted as the year containing the 2,000th anniversary of the birth of Jesus Christ. In
analysing these dates and figures it must be remembered that yearsin the “religious”
calender used by Israel (Exodus 12:2) start in March or April, not January. On this
basis, the 2000th year from the conception of John the Baptist runs from Spring 1995
to March 1996. Thisthen makesthefirst year of the new Millennium, containing the
2000th anniversary of the birth of Jesusin northern hemisphere Autumn 1997 (ie.
southern hemisphere Spring 1997), running from March 1997 to March 1998. Now
align these dates up with the dates of the comets above:

The year containing the 2000th anniversary of the birth of John and the concep-
tion of Jesus (1996/1997) was marked in itsfirst three days by the notable comet
Hyakutake crossing the earth’s orbit (25th March, 1996).

Theyear containing the 2000th anniversary of the birth of Jesus, will be
marked initsfirst month by perhaps the most spectacular comet in the millen-
nium crossing the Earth’s orbit on March 23rd, 1997 (on Palm Sunday).

*AU - Astronomical Unit = 149.60 million kilometres (the mean distance between the
Earth and the Sun).

Sources

Based upon an article “ Signs of the Times in Heaven” by Dr. Michael Bennet (Bible Truth
No. 181, July/August 1996).

ESO Press Release 06/96, 16 February, 1996, at http://www.hq.eso.org/educnpubrel ns/press-
releases-list and on CompuServe (space science and astronomy area).

12



Statement of Belief

TheChristian I sraelite Church beliefs can befully supported by the Scriptures.
Hereisan outline:
WE BELIEVE

*

*

In God Almighty creator of all things (Genesis1:1).

Inthe existence of Satan, the Devil, inwhom God allowed iniquity to be placed
(James 2:19; Ezekiel 28:14,15).

That God created aspirit-existencein which the devil manifested evil and caused
some of the spiritsto rebel against God (Isaiah 14:12-14; Jude 6).

That God created our physical world, to which each person comeswith abody
and asoul madediveby aspirit fromthe spiritual creation (Luke 9:55; Genesis
2:7).

That God gave His peopleinstructions on the way they should live, which in-
structions were "for their good always' (Deuteronmy 6:24).

That al have sinned and come "short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23; 2
Corinthians 5:19).

That God has reconciled the (whole) world to Himself through the sacrifice of
Jesus (John 3:16,17).

That through belief in the sacrifice of Jesus believers are counted as righteous
before God, and can be assured of the resurrection of their souls (a Spiritual
body) at Jesus' return (1 Timothy 4:10; 1 Corinthians 15:44).

That therewill be asmall number who will fully prove their faith by awork of
true obedience to God's instructions and will thereby receive the prize of the
highest calling of God, the redemption of spirit and soul and body - thisliving
mortal Body made Immoral without seeing death (1 Thessalonians 5:23; Rev-
elation 14:1-5; Hebrews 11:39,40).

That Jesus Christ will return to this earth again, subdue the power of Satan and
reign forever and ever (Revelation 19 and 20).

That the return of Jesus Christ isnear and we areliving in the period described
in Scripture asthe latter days (Matthew 24; Mark 13 and Luke 21).

That there are promises in the Scriptures especially to Israel - God's chosen
people (1 Peter 2:9).

That although Israel of old did not accept the challenge of spiritually being
God's peculiar people, aremnant of their descendantswill comeforward inthe
latter daysto fulfill the obligationsand receive the promises (Revelation 7:1-8).
That the Mission of the Christian Israglite Church is to awaken the lost ten
tribes of Isarel to this special inheritanceto bethe physical Immortal "Bride of
the Lamb" and to be the vehicle for the task of bringing them all together at
God's appointed time (Matthew 10:5,6; Revelation 19).

We believe that God isthe absolute Judge and Arbiter and that we asHis serv-
antshavean obligation to respond towhat He putsin each heart, and that whilst
weseek to proclaim and discussour beliefs, that wehavenoright to contend with
other peopleabout these beliefs.
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Expand Your Bible;

Words!
Every group,
(D no matter what the
occupation, hasits
;(/E own “jargon” or
terminology - a
+ selection of words
. which have par-
ticular meaning for
that group. A
person outside the
group hasto listen
to and learn the
“jargon” and
understand the
meanings of the
word before they
can understand
what peoplein the
group aretalking
about
AsChristians
we too have our
“jargon” or terms
of reference. We
use terms such as
“judtification”,
“grace’, “faith”,
“works’, “being
saved”, to name
but afew. What
do these terms
mean?

Audrey Harrison
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What is“justification”? Accord-
ing to the dictionary the theological
meaning of justify is“to declarea
person free from the penalty of sinon
the ground of Christ’srighteousness’.
Justification then isthe act of being
made just or right or righteous. We
read in Romans 3:23 that “ all have
sinned and come short of the glory of
God” so everyoneisin need of justifi-
cation.

How arewe Justified?

It would seem that there are
three stepsin justification. First and
foremost we arejustified by God's
grace. Titus 3:7 reads, “ Being justi-
fied by Hisgrace....”.

Thesecond stepinjustificationis
by the blood or sacrifice of Christ,

“ much more then being now justified
by Hisblood....” Romans 5:9.

Thethird stepinjustificationis
faith - that is our part. Romans 3:28
reads, “ therefore we conclude that a
man is justified by faith without the
deeds of the law” .

Grace then is God'’s part of
justification - the groundwork or
foundation. Graceisthe gift of God
lest any man should boast.

Themeansof justificationis
Christ’sblood. His sacrifice has made



itall possible. So, bloodisChrist’s
part.

And now the third step - our part
- the how (or how it happens) of
justification - and thisiswherefaith
comesin. Wemust believeinthe
process, we must accept God's grace,
we must accept Christ’s sacrificeal
by faith. All of thisisthe ground-
work. If these three phases haven't
been accepted, then we can’'t even
begin to start on the road to salvation

and redemption.

What awonderful giftisgrace-
givenfreely - giventoall - given
because God lovesus. Thereis
nothing we have done that earnsiit.
There is nothing we can do to earn it.
It (grace) isthe gift of God - not of
works lest any man should boast (see
Ephesians2:8,9).

Perhaps the diagram below could
show the interdependence of the
differencefacetsof belief.

Grace - Gift of Unmerited Favour

S

ALL must accept "grace’.



|srael God's Elect

The glory which awaits the dead, and those who will yet die, isagreat one, but the
remnant of the Twelve Tribes of Israel will seek something higher; their faith will take
them onward, to behold the glory of the Lord inthe land of theliving. Itisthe spirits of
the just, those who stood loyal to their Creator during the rebellion of Satan, which have
now, at the fulness of the Gentiles, been blessed with bodiesin which they will be
enabled to overcomeall evil, and, astrue children of Abraham, become inheritors of the
promise made of God unto their fathers. They will receive the redemption of the body -
not be taken out of the world, but be kept from evil.

Theremnant of Israel and of Judah will be gathered out of the countries whither
they have been scattered, and, receiving an outpouring of the fulness of the Spirit, will
enter into covenant with God to keep His commandments. They will be enabled to
reach the standard for which man was created, to be made perfect in body, soul and
spirit - sanctified holy. Thusthey are spoken of as God's elect; the first fruits unto God
and the Lamb; to be made manifest as the sons and daughter of theliving God. Thisis
not life after death, but areprieve thisside of the grave. It isthefaith once delivered to
the saints; the highest prize held out by God, the glory of the sun. A healing of al their
infirmities, acleansing of their bodies, which will be changed from mortal toimmortal.
Thisincludesthe salvation of the soul, for it isthe redemption of the whole being.

"It shall come to passin that day, that the Lord shall set His hand again the
second time to reecover the remnant of His people, which shall be left.....and He shall
set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather
together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth” Isaiah 11:11,12.

"They shall no more be two nations" (the remnant of the ten tribes, Israel will be
re-united to aremnant of the other two tribes - the Jews), "neither shall they be divided
into two kingdoms any more at all; neither shall they defile themselves any more with
their idols, nor with their detestable things, nor with any of their transgressions: but |
will save them out of all their dwelling places, wherein they have sinned, and will
cleanse them: so shall they be My people and | will be their God" Ezekiel 37:22,23.

"The Lord doth build up Jerusalem: He gathereth together the outcasts of Isra€l.
He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds' Psalm 147:2,3.

"Ye shall be gathered one by one, O ye children of Israel" Isaiah 27:12.

"When | shall have gathered the House of Israel from the people among whom
they are scattered, and shall be sanctified in themin the sight of the heathen, then
shall they dwell in their land that | have given to My servant Jacob" Ezekiel 28:25.

"He that scattered Israel will gather him and keep him as a shepherd doth his
flock" Jeremiah 31:10.

"I will even gather you from the people, and assemble you out of the countries
where ye have been scattered..... and | will give them one hear, and | will put a new
spirit within you..... that they may walk in My statutes and keep Mine ordinances and
do them: and they shall be My people, and | will be their God" Ezekiel 11:17-20;
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Psalm 14:7; Joel 3:2,20,21.

"The Lord hath chosen Jacob unto Himself and Israel for His peculiar treasure”
Psalm 135:4.

"For Jacob, My servant's sake, and Israel Mine elect, | have even called thee by
thy name: | have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known Me" Isaiah 45:4.

"In those days and in that time, saith the Lord, the iniquity of Israel shall be
sought for, and there shall be none; and the sins of Judah, and they shall not be found
for I will pardon themwhom | reserve" Jeremiah 50:20.

"Hath God cast away His people? God forbid.... God hath not cast away His
people which He foreknew..... Blindness in part is happened to Israel..... until the
fulness of the Gentiles be comein. And so all Israel shall be saved: asit iswritten.
There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from
Jacaob; for thisis My covenant unto themwhen | shall take away their sins' Romans
11:1,2,25,26.

God'sWay is Best

We may not see just why our path should lie,
O'er rugged ways, beneath a stormy sky,
Why birds glad songs are hushed, and sweet flowers fade,
But we can trust and whisper undismayed,
God'sway is best!

It must be best, for only He can know
Just what is good for us while here below;
How much of joy the human heart can bear;
Helovesus so - were ever in His care,
God'sway is Best.

Some happy day when all our work is done,
And we are waiting at the set of sun,
Our Master's summons to the heavenly shore,
| think that we shall know as ne'er before,
God'sway is best.

Lilian G. Heard.
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Forgiving

When Jesus was here on earth He was a great teacher and
preacher. Often we read in the Gospels from the Bible that crowds
of people would follow Jesus and want to learn from Him. Jesus
very often healed the sick and we can read lots of stories about these
wonderful thingsthat Jesusdid in the Bible.

Because Jesuswasreally God's Son, He had adeep understand-
ing of everything that was happening. He was able to see into peo-
ple's hearts and minds and He knew when people were trying to
trick Him.

In the Gospel of John chapter 8 we can read a story about a
group of people called the scribes and Pharisees, who brought a
woman who had been doing things that were not right. She knew
that she shouldn’t have done these things and these peopl ejust wanted
to get her into trouble and try to trick Jesus.

You can just picture these people dragging this poor woman
along, all shouting out as they passed through the streets till they
came to the place where Jesus was. Already a great crowd had
gathered to hear Jesus speak so it wasn't hard for them to know
where He was. They pulled the woman who had been doing bad
things into the crowd and sat her in the middle of the big crowd of
people.

“This woman has sinned”, they said, “and ac-
cording to our lawsthat M oses wrote she should be

I:H I+I‘I stoned to death”, they added.
Jesus heard them all right, but He pretended that
HO [] @ Hehadn'theardthemat all. They all wondered what
He would say next. Jesusjust bent down and wrote
&I_[]V[ on the ground with His finger, pretending that He
had not heard them. Then Jesus stood up and said,
“Hethat iswithout sinamong you, let him cast thefirst stoneat her”.

Janice Burchell 3




' ."J; et
away becausethey knew intheir own heartsthat '} (

each one of them had done things that were not
right. " 4
When Jesus looked up there was no one left except the
woman and Himself. Then Jesus asked the woman where all the
people had gone and she told Him that they had all |eft, one after
another. Then Jesus said those wonderful words, “Neither do | con-
demnyou, goand SIN NO MORE".

You see children, Jesus could forgive her sinsjust like He can
forgive us our sins because He died as our sacrifice. We call this
GRACE. By the Grace of Jesusthiswomanwasallowedto gofree,
but as Jesustold her, be careful not to do those wrong things again.
Paul explained this to some people at Jerusalem, he said, “We be-
lievethat through the GRA CE of the LORD JESUS Christ we shall
be saved”.

In this story we can see that Jesus

can pardon our sins, He can for-

THE give us by His GRACE. It
TRUE LIGHT, doesn’'t matter how clever we
WHICH are or how much money we
ENLIGHTENS have, we need the Grace of Je-
EVERYONE, Sus to forgive and pardon sins.
WAS COMING WWe cannot buy forgiveness of
INTO sins, we cannot work out solu-
THE WORLD. tions by mathematicsor science
— JOHN 1:9 to overcome our sins, we just
have to believe in the GRACE

of JESUS. Another verseintheBible says,
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“My GRACE issufficient for thee....”. Isn't it wonderful that we
just have to ask Jesus to forgive us our sinsand HIS GRACE is
enoughtoforgiveus.

| wonder what happened to the woman in our story whom
Jesus forgave; | wonder if this changed her life and if she went
home and didn’t sin anymore?

Of courseit is bests if we don't do bad things at all but just
sometimes we do wrong things even though we may not mean to.
Always remember that Jesus will and can forgive us for our bad
waysjust as He forgave that woman in the story. Thereisaverse
in the Bible from Titus chapter 2 verse 11 that says,

For the GRACE
of God that
bringeth
salvation hath
appeared to
all men....”

that really means, Jesus has given us all forgivenessthrough HIS
GRACE.







Two Way Puzzle-

First we give you an opportunity to test your knowledge of the geography
and history of the Bible before you begin your search for the nameslisted in
the second column.

1. City associated with Sodom.

2. Philistinetown taken by David and later ruled by the
kings of Judah.

3. Island visited by a ship on which Paul was a passenger.

4. City to which Jonah preached.

5. Home of Goliath.

6. City where Paul preached on Marshill.

7. Town through which the I sraelites passed on their
journey to Canaan.

8. Town near which Naboth had hisvineyard.

9. Town thought to be the home of the prophet Micah.

10. Hivite city that made an alliance with Joshua.

11. City where Philistines fastened the bodies of Saul and
histwo sonsto awall.

12. Birthplace of Jeremiah.

13. Phoenician city over which King Hiram ruled.

14. City famousfor schools;, most famous son, Paul.

15. Town in which Joseph's body was buried.

16. City Solomon strengthened; Josiah was slain here.

17. City where Lot'swifewasturned into a pillar of salt
for looking back on it when she was leaving.

18. Town occupied by Philistines during Samson'stime.

19. A city of refuge; home of Jephthah; site where Ahab
waskilled.

20. City in Asia Minor which receives only commenda
tion in the Book of Revelation.

21. City where Saul began hismilitary career.

22. City in AsiaMinor wherethereexisted a" luke-
warm" Christian church.

23. Villagein which Mary, Martha and Lazarus lived.

24, City where Demetriuslived.

7



Column 2.

Q
R
S.
T
U
\%

Gomorrah

Anathoth
Athens

A.

Ramoth-gilead

Rhodes

Shechem
Sodom
Timnah
W. Tyre
Ziklag

Tarsus

X.

Jabesh-gilead
Jezred
Laodicea

M. Megiddo
M or esheth-gath
Nineveh
Philadelphia

J
K.
L
N
0.
P

Bethany
Bethshan
Elath
Ephesus
Gath
Gibeon

B
C
D
E.
F
G
H

v O M E

R

Th—WIowW
<a>0In
ISoNDW
<O > _WN
S-ILAXY X
OOIIIwW
F~ORFR < W
<wO =04
ODITIommuw Ouw
F>TI23«x
X¥—»wLO0O
OzZO0Wm —
Y _00~» X
TIITISWIO
nNnI<C<Z=
Wwz_zZITwun

x©xOo=




Joseph of Arimathea

Who was Joseph of Arimathea? We
remember him from out Bible studies as
the man who gave hiscrypt for the inter-
ment of the body of Jesus. He was also
the man who claimed the body of Jesus
from the Sadducees and helped prepare
it for burial with Nicodemus - one of the
disciples. This is basically what most
people know of Joseph but afar more ex-
tensive story isrevealed when onelooks
through the annals of history. History
books clearly relate that this man, Joseph,
laid the foundation stone for the spread-
ing of theword of Jesus. Hewasthefirst
to set up Christ’s standard in Britain 562
years before St. Augustine the attributed
bringer of Christianity to Britain. Healso
erected the first above ground Christian
Church in the world in Britain.

Joseph was a wealthy man, pur-
ported to be one of the wealthiest menin
the knownworld. He had major interests
inlead and tin mineswhichled to hisas-
sociation and knowledge of Britain and
particularly in the area of Cornwall.
Cornwall, at this stagein history, wasthe
major supplier of tin throughout the
known world. Tin was a major element
inthemixing of alloyswhich werein high
demand. He was well educated, a mem-
ber of the Jewish Sanhedrin (to become a
member of the Sanhedrin a person had to
be extremely influential), a Roman citi-
zen and Legislative member of the Ro-
man Senate and owned a large home in

Rome, a country residence near Jerusa-
lem and another estate at Arimathea. All
this points to a very wealthy influential
man. Yet the disciples describe him asa
‘just man’, a ‘good man’, ‘honourable’
and a ‘disciple of Jesus'.

Along with these interests he was
also granted power of Paranymphos
which means attendant to the Blessed
Virgin. This shows an interesting rela-
tionship between Joseph and the family
of Jesus. The Talmud records that Joseph
of Arimatheawas the younger brother of
Mary the mother of Jesus' father - this
would make him Mary’suncle and Jesus’
great uncle. Being granted power of
Paranymphos would come only with the
death of the male leader of the family -
hence Joseph, step father of Jesus and
husband of Mary, must have died when
Jesus was in his teenage years - hence
Joseph was granted guardianship of the
family being the closest malerelative.

Now to incidents at the death of Je-
sus. Aswe all know Joseph was the one
who requested the body of Jesus from
Pilate. Normally a person would ap-
proach the Sanhedrin and that would be
ample approval but with the animosity the
Sanhedrin held towards followers of The
Way, Joseph approached Pontius Pilate
directly - the highest authority available.
All thedisciples bar three had fled - those
remaining were Nicodemus, Peter and
John. Pontius Pilate granted Joseph’s

Bringer of Christianity to Britain

Lynne Gray



request for the body - maybe due to the
respect which Joseph would have earned
with his political and social standing in
the community - and here on in
Nicodemus and Joseph had to move
quickly. Annas and Caiaphas were not
going to be content with just killing Je-
sus - they wanted to obliterate every fol-
lower of The Way aswell. Having gone
to Pilate instead of the Sanhedrin made
Joseph a doubly marked man in the
eyes of the Sanhedrin.
Jewish record
confirms that
after the res-
urrection (or
as the Jew-
ish High
Priest-
hood
would
say the
disap-
pear-

ance of the body) Caiaphas ordered that
Joseph come and be questioned by the
Sanhedrin about hisrolein these affairs.
Joseph answered their questions with
stony silence. A manin his position was
practically untouchableto the Sanhedrin
so they devised the most vindictive pen-
alty they could. They cast Joseph and 12
followers into an oarless and paddleless
boat adrift off the coast, to float where
they will. Of course the Sanhedrin felt
that no one could survive in a craft with
no mechanism to move it, but as will be
shown the Jewish High Priesthood,
through thisform of punishment, laid the
foundation for the spread of Christianity
worldwide. It was at this stage that
Joseph was not only guardian of Jesus’'s
family but guardian also of Christ’smis-
sion on earth. Other followers of The
Way were persecuted and driven out -
hatred of Jesuswas tantamount in 33AD.
The Jews even set up aform of Christian
Gestapo led by Saul. The first notable
victim of this movement was of course
Stephenin 33AD.
So, what did happen to
Joseph and his band of
loyal Christian fol-
lowers? According to
] s v the Cardinal Baronius
‘18 ( in his Ecclesiastical
Annals referring to
the exodusin 36 AD:
‘Inthat year the
party mentioned was
exposed to the sea in a
vessel without sailsor oars. The
vessel drifted finally to Marseilles and
they were saved. FromMarseilles Joseph
and his company passed into Britain and
after preaching the Gospel there, died.’
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The passengers on the boat with
Joseph, according to Cardinal Baronius,
were reported to be the following Chris-
tian believers:

Mary Magdalene

Martha

Marcellus - Martha's handmaid

L azarus - whom Jesus raised from

the dead

M aximin - themanwhosesight

Jesusrestored

Mary - mother of Jesus

Mary - wife of Cleopas

Joseph of Arimathea

Sidonius

Trophimus

Martial

Saturninus

Eutropius

Salome

and perhaps a man named Clean.

On arrival in Marseilles, they met
Phillip - the disciple - who gave Joseph
an Apostolic Appointment and conse-
crated him with the laying on of hands -
this had to be done by one of the original
Apostles. Joseph would be consecrated
by Phillip another two times in the next
thirty years. 160 followers are said to
have been sent to Britain by Phillip at
various stages.

Joseph did not linger long in Gaul -
a delegation from Britain arrived to in-
vite the party to Britain. The emissaries
of Prince Arviragus offered land and
safety to thefollowers. Arviraguswasa
Prince of the Silures in Britain, in the
Dukedom of Cornwall. He was son of
King Cunobelinus (Shakespeare’'s
Cymbeline) and cousin of Caradoc
(Caractacus). This was the powerful
Silurian dynasty from whom would de-
scend the Tudor sovereigns of Britain.
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From this stage on wards Joseph
becomes known as the Apostle to Brit-
ain.

When the party arrived in Britain,
the spot being Avalon in Cornwall,
Arviragus presented Joseph with a per-
petual gift, free of tax, 12 hides of land,
ie. Lhidefor each disciple. (1 hideeguals
160 acres so the total gift equalled 1920
acres.) Record of this gift can still be
seen in the Domesday Book. Itisinter-
esting to note at this stage that the tradi-
tions of Cornwall, Devon, Somerset,
Wilsthire and Wales, have it that Jesus
as a boy went with Joseph to Britain on
at least one occasion. They also claim
that after leaving India, Jesus went to
Britain and built a wattle altar to the
Glory of God. This perhaps does not
sound asfarfetched asit once would have
now that we realise the interests Joseph
his great uncle had in Cornwall and the
frequency with which he would havevis-
ited Cornwall dueto the tin trade.

St. Augustine acknowledges the ex-
istence of the wattle altar in a letter to
the Pope. The site of thiswattle altar is
where Joseph on hisarrival madethe site
sacred and built the first Christian church
above ground in the world.

It is also stated that after the long
journey they made their way up the hill
where Joseph, weary and tired, stopped
torest, thrust his staff to the ground where
it took root and blossomed - “The Holy
Thorn” - the only thorn treein the world
to bloom at Christmasand May. Thehill
wherethis happened isstill known to this
day by the name Joseph gaveit - “Weary
All Hill”. Against the odds, the “Holy
Thorn” still blooms today in the church-
yard of St. John of Glastonbury where
the ruins of that first church lie. Thelit-



tle church, built of wattle and daub (wat-
tle being acommon building timber) was
60 feet in length and 26 feet in width, and
it followed the pattern of the Tabernacle.
It was completed by Joseph and his fol-
lowersin 38 - 39 AD.

In AD630 St. Paulinus cased the
wattle churchinlead for preservation and
placed St. Mary’s chapel over it. Un-
fortunately in 1184 AD afire gutted the
whole Abbey and with it perished thefirst
Christian above ground church in the
world.

Joseph was also said to have been
present at the death of Mary the Mother
of Jesusin 48 AD.

“Now here how Joseph came into
Englande;

But at that tyme it was called
Brytayne.

Then XV yere with our lady, as |
understane.

Joseph wayted styll to serve hyr he
was fayne.”

Pynson.

The Abbey records say that St.
Mary’s Chapel was erected by St. David
and was built over her remains.

Joseph was responsible for the bap-
tism into the Christian faith of the Brit-
ish royal family, both in Britain and
Rome. Caractacus, a British king, had
been taken prisoner by Claudius back to
Rome (this is another story for a future
issue), Joseph baptised all the members
of this illustrious family. Readers will
be amazed in the next article at the sig-
nificant contribution the Caratacan fam-
ily had on the spread of Christianity
throughout the known world.

Of hisconverts| will detail the ef-
fect afew had (and | stressthe word few,
to detail all of them would take far too
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long):

Martial - stayed at Avalon at the
right hand of Joseph with his parents and
Zaccheus.

Par mena - adisciple of Joseph who
became first Bishop of Avignon.

Drennalus - a disciple of Joseph
who found the church at Morlais and be-
came first Bishop of Treguier.

Beatus - educated at Avalon and
founded the Church in Helvetia (Switzer-
land).

Mansuetus - a disciple of Joseph
who founded the Lotharingian church,
that is the mother church of Gaul, and
founded the church at Lorraine.

M ar cellus - was converted and bap-
tised by Joseph and became the first bishop
of Tongres and first Bishop of Treves.

Cadval - was an Avaon convert and
founded the church at Tarentum Italy in 170
AD.

A legion of Christian converts left
Avaon and spread the Christian message
throughout theknownworld. What anillus-
triousassemblage of faith and al overseered
by Joseph the kinsman of Jesus Christ.

Joseph lived to see all but one of the
original Apostlesof Christ gototheir eternal
reward. 50 yearsafter helaid Jesus body in
histomb, Joseph died on the 27th July in 82
AD. Hewaslaidto rest beside the grave of
the Virgin Mary at Avalon. Numerous old
recordseven attest tothepostioninthegrave-
yard of Joseph, Mary and at least 11 of the
original followersall being buried at Avalon.
Hedied anatural desth (one of thefew early
Chrigtians) at theage of 101. What aninter-
esting and effectud lifethisman had led.

Finally onthestonelid of the sarcopha-
gus where his bones were buried, under his
initialsit states:

“Ad Brittanos veni post Christum



Sepelivi. Docui. Quieri.” TotheBritons| cameafter | buriedthe
Which trand ated reads- Chrid. | taught, | haveentered my red.

Bibliography

"The Drama of the Lost Disciples', George F. Jowett, 1988.
"The Coming of the Saints',

King James Version Bible.

Ecclesiastical Annals, Cardinal Baronius.

The History of the Church, Eusebius.

VEGETARIAN RECIPES

NORMANDY PIE

1 largetin nutmeat (grated)

1 1/2 tablespoons chopped parsley
1 medium onion, chopped

2 teaspoons celery salt

1/2 teaspoon sage

4 0z melted butter

2 beaten eggs

2 cups breadcrumbs

2 cupswarm milk.

Mix al ingredientstogether well. Pour into awell-greased, oven-proof baking dish and
bake in ahot oven for 30-40 minutes. Let stand for 10 minutes before serving.

VEGETARIAN SAUSAGE MEAT

Boil together:

lcuprice

1/2 cup chopped parsley or celery
1 medium onion (cut finely)

1 peeled chopped tomato

1 teaspoon Marmite or Vegemite
salt and pepper.

When cool, add 1 tablespoon peanut butter, 1 egg, pinch of herbsand 1 cup of fine
breadcrumbs.

Mix well and leavetill cool enough to handle. Shape and roll in breadcrumbs. Leave
in refrigerator till cold, aday at least if possible.

Fry when needed. Mixture makes 20 and keepswell in refrigerator.
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